
Wing Avenue Corridor Study  

Questions and Answers from 8/24/16 Public Input Meeting 

 

1. The project is two years away…how are we going to maintain Wing in the meantime? 

a. The City of Kentwood will continue to monitor and provide the necessary maintenance 

to ensure the road is safe to the motoring public.  Temporary measures such as 

durapatching will be deployed until a permanent solution has been adopted. 

 

2. What are the sewer connection rules for this project? 

a. Residents will only be required to connect if their septic system fails and the home is 

within 200’ of a sanitary sewer.  This is a Kent County Health Department requirement 

and they will not grant a permit to replace a septic tank or field.  If the home is further 

than 200’ away, the owner would not be required to connect.  The current City of Grand 

Rapids frontage and connection fees are $94/ft and $2,928 respectively for 2016.  

 

3. What are the water connection rules for this project? 

a. As long as the water quality of a well is safe for drinking, the Kent County Health 

Department will grant another well permit if the previous well fails (even if the home 

is within 200’ of a water service).  Both the City of Grand Rapids (who owns the water 

system) and the City of Kentwood would prefer that property owners connect to the 

public utilities, but will not require the connection.  The City of Grand Rapids has 

frontage and connection fees of $82/ft and $2,928 respectively for 2016. 

 

4. Will Wing Ave become a truck route? 

a. No 

 

5. How do we get rid of the existing truck traffic on Wing? 

a. Enforcement is the key.  The Kentwood Police Department has been made aware of 

trucks utilizing the corridor and will be on patrol to ticket violators. 

 

6. Can you please look at the brush across from 5496 Wing (clear vision issue)? 

a. The city has investigated this area and determined that it is private property and the 

maintenance is the responsibility of the owner.   The city will contact the owner about 

the concern.    

 

7. Will the speed limit on Wing Ave change? 

a. There are a variety of factors that play into establishing the speed of a road.  A link to 

these items can be found here:  

http://www.michigan.gov/documents/Establishing_Realistic_Speedlimits_85625_7.p

df .  Ultimately, the intent of the project is not to increase the speed of the corridor. 

 

8. If you flatten the road, won’t people drive faster? 

a. It is logical to assume that people will drive faster on a new road.  The project team 

will explore traffic calming options as part of the final design.  These would include 

the possibility of adding 11’ wide lanes rather than 12’. 

 

http://www.michigan.gov/documents/Establishing_Realistic_Speedlimits_85625_7.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/Establishing_Realistic_Speedlimits_85625_7.pdf


9. What research will be included in the traffic study? 

a. The traffic study portion of the project will analyze existing and future conditions at 

three intersections – Wing & 52nd, Wing & 60th and Breton & 52nd.  The analysis will 

include current and projected traffic counts, gap/delay/queuing analysis, pedestrian 

counts, cut-through traffic, crash analysis and speed data at two points on Wing 

Avenue. 

 

10. How will the traffic study impact the overall project design? 

a. The information provided in the traffic study will help the engineers make informed 

decisions about the current and future needs of the road…especially whether traffic 

signals are needed and the number of lanes necessary to provide for safe travel. 

 

11. How will this project affect the potable water near Paris Park and Linden Wood? 

a. The intent of this project is only to construct watermain along Wing Avenue with stubs 

at various locations to allow for future extensions without having to cut into Wing 

Avenue. 

 

12. How will you protect the rural feel of the road? 

a. The corridor study including public input sessions will provide a framework for how 

the protection can occur.  This process will help create a context sensitive design that 

seeks to balance safety, aesthetics, utilities, non motorized facilities and the overall 

“feel” of the corridor. 

 

13. Will there be assessments and for what – sidewalk, storm? 

a. If sidewalk or storm sewer become part of the project, residents with property frontage 

with a sidewalk or storm sewer in front of them would be charged a special assessment 

for the cost of those improvements.  The special assessments can be paid back over a 

period of 10 years. 

 

14. What is the potential cost of sidewalks and storm sewer to the property owner? 

a. The study will develop cost estimates for the various improvements being 

considered.  Once the estimates have been developed, the cost impact on individual 

property owners can be estimated. 

 

15. Can we have a non motorized trail instead of sidewalks? 

a. Yes, all options are under consideration.  If watermain were to become part of the 

project, having a non motorized trail may be a wise method to preserve trees by placing 

the trail over the watermain excavation area. 

 

16. Would a Natural Beauty Road designation make the road be 35 mph?   

a. It is the City’s interpretation that the state law for setting speed limits supersedes the 

natural beauty road 35 mile per hour designation. 

 

17. Why do we need to install water and sewer? 

a. This segment of watermain will add system redundancy and looping to improve water 

quality by reducing stagnant water on the Grand Rapids system.  Sewer needs to be 



installed to provide future opportunity for development without having to tear up the 

road. 

 

18. Why does the City not build Breton Road south of 52nd right now to accommodate traffic? 

a. Developers have the responsibility to construct their own roads within their 

developments within the City.  The City currently does not own public right of way 

through this property.  

 

19. Can we divert traffic away from Wing to East Paris? 

a. This is a difficult task, motorists will naturally find the most efficient route to get them 

to their destination. 

 

20. Can you add a cul-de-sac to Wing to make it a dead end road? 

a. No, this would have significant negative public safety implications for police, fire, and 

emergency medical response teams. 

 

21. Can we bury all of the electric lines? 

a. Consumers Energy will be made aware of the Wing Avenue project as soon as it goes 

into the design stage this winter giving them over a year to consider improvements to 

their distribution network they would like to consider.  It is unlikely that utilities will 

be buried as this is a very expensive undertaking.    

 

22. Can we just keep the road as is? 

a. No, the existing road width does not meet current safety standards. A cross section 

similar to what currently exists along the corridor is under consideration.  The corridor 

study will help guide the final design. 

 

23. What is the estimated amount of tree removal to accommodate the utilities? 

a. It is difficult to answer this question as the design of the utilities has not occurred. 

Generally, watermains are located 12’ from the property line.  

b. The sanitary sewer would go in the center of the road due to its depth and would not 

affect trees. 

 

24. Can the City change the classification of the road? 

a. The City considered changing the classification of the road to allow for Federal funding 

of some of the project.  However, that would prevent the City from ever having Federal 

funding for Breton Avenue south of 52nd when it is constructed and was deemed 

undesirable. 

 

25. How will this project affect the existing water table and drainage…especially knowing there 

are a lot of basements flooding from a high water table? 

a. In most cases, the sanitary sewer is expected to be approximately 12’ deep under the 

center of Wing Avenue.  The vast majority of the soils on the project are silts and clays 

in which water cannot travel quickly.  The effects of the potential utilities are not 

expected to have an effect on the water table outside of the right-of-way due to the soil 

types found in the corridor. 



 
26. Can we put all of the utilities under the road to minimize the tree removal? 

a. This depends on the final road cross-section that is chosen.  If ditches are desired, the watermain 

could not be under the road and still have the necessary frost protection of cover due to the 

adjacent ditches.  If a curb and gutter cross section is chosen, then the watermain could possibly 

fit within the road cross section.  In either case, watermains are desired to be left outside of the 

roadway so that if a break occurs, it is less likely to undermine or damage the roadway.  An 

alternative that places the watermain outside of the road while conserving as many trees as 

possible is most desirable.  Storm sewer and sanitary sewer will be under the road and not affect 

tree removal. 

 

27. Will we add curb and gutter…can we just do rolled asphalt? 

a. The City’s standard is to utilize concrete curb and gutter due to the edge support it provides for 

the road, great drainage tolerances, and longevity.  If curbs are to be part of this project, they 

will be concrete. 

 

28. Will we plant trees after the project? 

a. Additional trees are an option.  Ultimately, it will depend on the final design. 

 

29. Will we add street lights? 

a. There is no plan to add street lights to the corridor at this time. 

 

30. Will we add a stoplight at 52nd street? 

a. The traffic study for the Wing Avenue Corridor Study will begin in early September when 

school is back in session.  This will provide the most accurate traffic counts.  Traffic signal 

warrants are based on these counts.  There will be a response to this question at the October 

public meeting. 

 

31. How does the City evaluate the need/benefit of sidewalks and/or a non-motorized trail? 

a. Part of the evaluation will be objective, based on the number of existing non-motorized traffic 

in and around the corridor.  Part of the evaluation will be subjective, based on the existing non-

motorized facilities both in the area and other areas of the City.  The City standard would be 5-

foot sidewalks on either side of the road, however, given the nature of the Wing Avenue 

corridor, a number of alternatives are being considered as part of this study. 

 

32. What are we going to do about the 35 and 40 foot water wells near the project? 

a. Gaines Township has a sanitary sewer in 60th Street at Wing Avenue that crosses Plaster Creek 

at a depth of 27’ below the road.  Any utilities planned for Wing Avenue will be significantly 

shallower than the Gaines sewer.  The City is unaware of any negative effects on wells from 

the Gaines sewer and does not expect any from potential utilities on the Wing Avenue corridor. 

 

33. What happens if the project inadvertently damages the shallow wells? 

a. The City is not aware of any projects similar to the Wing Avenue scope that have affected 

private water wells and does not anticipate any issues with private wells from the future work.  

If wells did go dry, the private property owner could either have their well installed deeper, or 

alternatively connect to the new public water system. 

 


